UNBIND HIM,




FRIEDENS LUTHERAN CHURCH
Fifth Sunday in Lent March 22, 2026

*Indicates for the congregation to stand if you are able.
Congregation responses are printed in bold print.
Liturgy and hymns are in the green hymnal unless indicated.

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS and PRELUDE

*CONGESSION AND FORGIVENESS _
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the Creator of heaven and earth,

the Word who spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters.
Amen.

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.

Mighty God, lover of justice, .

you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests at
the expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was
needed. We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you. Turn us
to seek your face. Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, that we
may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.

The former things have passed away, and new things God now :

declares: Like a spring of water that never fails, God covers you in the
righteousness of Christ and forgives your sin in Jesus’ name. May the
Spirit give you strength to live for others and bless you with the gift of

peace. Amen.
*HYMN “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days” P. 99
*PRAYER OF THE DAY Spoken in unison.

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from
sin and death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we
may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in .
righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our S.avwr and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING Ezekiel 37:1-14 b
1The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of
the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He
led me all around them; there were very many lying in thg valley, and they
were very dry. 3 He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered,

“O Lord God, you know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and
say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord.

5Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter
you, and you shall live. ¢I will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to
come upon you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, and
you shall live, and you shall know that I am the Lord.” 7So I
prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly
there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its
bone. 81 looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come
upon them, and skin had covered them, but there was no breath in
them. 9 Then he said to me, “Pro phesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal,
and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 101
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and
they lived and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. = Then he said to
me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off

completely.” 2 Therefore prophesy and say to them: Thus says the
Lord God: I am going to open your graves and bring you up from your
graves, O my people, and I will bring you back to the land of

Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the Lord when I open your
graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 41 will put
my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your
own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will
act, says the Lord.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm: 130

'Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD;

0 LORD, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of
my supplication.

#If you were to keep watch over sins, O LORD, who could stand?
4Yet with you is forgiveness, in order that you may be feared.

51 wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits; in your word is my hope.

® My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for
the morning, more than those who keep watch for the morning.
70 Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love;
with the LORD there is plenteous redemption.

S For the LORD shall redeem Israel from all their sins.

SECOND READING Romans 8:6-11

¢To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit
is life and peace. 7 For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is
hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it

cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

° But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of



God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does
not belong to him. © But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead
because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.  If the
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who
raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies
also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

LENTEN VERSE Spoken in unison.

Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to
anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and abounding in steadfast
love.

The Holy Gospel according to John.  Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: John 11:1-45 ‘

1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary
and her sister Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with
perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was

ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is
ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to
death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be
glorified through it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and
her sister and Lazarus, ¢ after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he
stayed two days longer in the place where he was.

7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea

again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now
trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus answered,
“Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the
day do not stumble because they see the light of this world. ° But
those who walk at night stumble because the light is not in
them.” 1 After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen
asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 2 The disciples said to
him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13 Jesus,
however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he
was referring merely to sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly,
“Lazarus is dead. 15 For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you
may believe. But let us go to him.” 2 Thomas, who was called the
Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with
him.”

17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the
tomb four days. 8 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles
away, 9 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to
console them about their brother. 22 When Martha heard that Jesus

was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at
home. 2t Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother
would not have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you
whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise
again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the
resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they
die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never
die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that
you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”
28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary
and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for
you.” 29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to
him. 3° Now Jesus had not yet come to the village but was still at the
place where Martha had met him. 3: The Jews who were with her in
the house consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They
followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to
weep there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she
knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my
brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping and the
Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in
spirit and deeply moved. 3¢ He said, “Where have you laid him?” They
said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus began to weep. 3¢ So the
Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 87 But some of them said, “Could
not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from
dying?”
38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave,
and a stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.”
Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is
a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her,
“Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of
God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and
said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42T knew that you
always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing
here, so that they may believe that you sent me.”
43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come
out!” 4 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips
of cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind
him, and let him go.” 45 Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come
with Mary and had seen what Jesus did believed in him.
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



MESSAGE, Fountainaires.
HYMN “Abide With Me”. P. 272

*PRAYERS Hear us; O God. Your mercy is great.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, .who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, t.hy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
wl;; trespalss against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the pow
er, and th
Jorever and ever. Amen. , P ’ i

*SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING/OFFERTORY

*DOXOLOGY

}Il’rai.;)e lGod, from whom all blessings flow, praise him, all creatures
ere below; Praise him above, ye heavenly host; Praise F

and Holy Ghost. Amen. ’ SO iy

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on

you and be gracious to you. The Lord look u .
give you peace. pon you with favor and

*SENDING HYMN “Go to Dark Gethsemane” P. 109

*DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God

POSTLUDE

<.
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In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from
the dead. The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry
bones. To those in exile or living in the shadows of death, these stories
proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that we
might also be raised with him to new life. At the Easter Vigil we will welcome
the newly baptized as we remember God’s unfailing promise in our baptism.

Calendar

Today, Fountainaires/Otto..
March 29, Pastor Barry Spatz, Palm Sunday with children singing
April 5, Pastor Barry Spatz, Easter Sunday with Holy Communion.

Announcements

4/1/2026 — Worship & Music Mtg. 7:00 PM.

4/29/2026 — Mr. Sticky sale. Pre-order by due by 4/19/26. (We need a minimum
number of orders to hold the event.)

6/1/2026 — Scholarship Application are due.

Lenten Services
March 25, 7:00 PM — Friedens Lutheran, Hegins. Pastor Suzanne Elliott, The Road to

Jerusalem.

Prayer Corner

Darlene Gibson; Greg Readinger; Rick Herring; Kim Schwartz; Bill Howerter; David
Merwine; Terry Schwartz; Misty Rice; Rosanne Burkey; Saralynn Grantz.

Sympathy for the family and friends of Jim Hentz; Eric Scheib; Palmer Geist.

Today’s Leaders

Message, Fountainaires/Otto Liturgist, Damaris Merwine Counters, Janet &
Ron Radel Head Usher, Ed Tietsworth Ushers Rodney Troutman, Ben Wetzel,
Jason Wolfgang  Greeters, Cindy & Larry Klinger.

Attendance: 42 (3/15/26)
Offering: March 15, 2026 — Current $1,294.00
Other $112.00

Total $1,406.00
Weekly Offering Needed: $2,362.87

Volunteers 3/29/2026 — Service. Pastor Barry Spatz  Lector, Ann Miller
Organist, Harold Morgan Counters, Christy Leiter, Melody Schwartz Head
Usher, Ed Teitsworth Ushers, Michael Allvord, Scott Allvord, Mike Deiter
Greeters, Cindy & Rick Herring and Joan Smith.

Thank You — To Our Church Family, We are deeply grateful for all your kindness
and support during this difficult time. Your thoughtful words and presence meant so
much to our family. We truly appreciate your love and friendship. Thank you so
much for all the condolences, flowers, and preparations for the wonderful meal. Rod

& Vicki



Fifth Sunday in Lent &, March 22,2026

Roll the Stone Away

You can understand why they don’t want to roll the stone away.

“Already there is a stench,” Martha says (John 11:39). Why open
the grave? Why let out that smell? There could be no purpose. After
all, Lazarus is dead.

This is not unbelief. “I believe that you are the Messiah,” Martha
says (v. 27), confident that her brother would one day rise again. But
it is a faith that desperately wants God to provide an escape from
suffering and struggle: “If you had been here,” both sisters say, “my
brother would not have died” (vv. 21, 32). The presence of Jesus, they
think, should protect them from pain and death.

What they don’t understand, though, is that the places of pain
and suffering are exactly where Jesus goes. He enters dead places to
bring hope to life. He transforms the stench of decay into an aroma of
thriving. He summons Lazarus out of the tomb to walk into freedom.

This is why Jesus tells them to take away the stone. He wants
to open the place that they are convinced holds only grief, and to
expose what they believe to be a shameful smell. Yes, it is difficult to
face. However, only when the grave is opened can Lazarus respond to
Jesus’ call. Martha and Mary must remove the stone that hides what
they do not want to bear, so that new life can emerge from the tomb.

What are the stone-covered places in your life? What are the
places in your heart that you are convinced hold only pain, decay, and
fear? In the tender love of Jesus, you do not need to hide them. Jesus
is calling you to open them. He will enter these places with resurrec-
tion power, transforming death into life and shame into glory. Facing
these tombs takes courage. But you can trust that Jesus will bring
healing to your brokenness. He is in the business of calling the dead
back to life. Let the stones be rolled away.

Cover: The Raising of Lazarus by Michael Torevell. Copyright © Michael Torevell. All rights reserved. Used by permission of the artist.
https://miketorevelldesignsblogspot.com

Scripture quotations from the New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States
of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Revised Common Lectionary copyright © 1992 by the Consultation on Common Texts (CCT),
admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Please visit our website at www.augsburgfortress.org. Tracks 1 and 2
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